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PHILOSOPHIZING WOMEN IN
FARLY MODERN SCANDINAVIA:
GENDER, GENRE AND
RHETORICAL SPACE

Seminar on September 29, 2026

Centre for the Rise of Science and Fiction in-
vites all interested to a seminar on women'’s
literary, rhetorical, scientific and philosophical
history in Scandinavia with a lecture by re-
searcher in comparative literature, Matilda A.
Bergstrom from the University of Gothenburg:

Bergstrom discusses how a number of early modern Scan-
dinavian women utilized literary genres and tropes to phi-
losophize - and to communicate - that philosophizing to
readers. The talk centers on how the intersection of gender
and genre shaped early modern women’s opportunities to
develop their thought, and make their voices heard, but
also how it has shaped the reception of these women’s
work in later scholarship. Finally, the talk addresses the con-
cept of "rhetorical space” as a tool for exploring both the
possibilities and restraints facing early modern women in-
tellectuals, and the challenges facing modern readers who
engage with their works.

The lecture will be followed by a workshop to
meet, share findings, and exchange theoreti-
cal and methodological perspectives and
challenges for those working with related

subjects. Participants in the workshop will be
asked to do short presentations of their work.

Program

10.00 -11.30: Lecture by Matilda Amundsen Bergstrom,
University of Gothenburg

11.30-12.15 Lunch

12.15 -16.00 Workshop and coffee

Time and place

September 29, 2026
Aarhus University, Nobel Park
Building1485, room 316

The seminar is open to all with or without
working papers. All need to sign up for cater-
ing reasons. Please state if you participate
with or without papers. Attach an abstract
(max 250 words) if you intend to participate
in the workshop with a presentation.

Deadline for signing up is September 11,
2026 via email to Maria Nerby Pedersen,
manp@cc.au.dk
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