
Any Teletubbies Caught in the Web?

Helle Strandgaard Jensen

WARCNET PAPERS



Any Teletubbies Caught in the Web? 

Helle Strandgaard Jensen 

hs.jensen@cas.au.dk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

WARCnet Papers 

Aarhus, Denmark 2023 

 

mailto:hs.jensen@cas.au.dk


WARCnet Papers ISSN 2597-0615. 
 
Helle Strandgaard Jensen: Any Teletubbies Caught in the Web? 
© The author, 2023 
 
Published by the research network 
WARCnet, Aarhus, 2023. 
 
Editors of WARCnet Papers: Niels 
Brügger, Jane Winters, Valérie Schafer, 
Kees Teszelszky, Peter Webster, 
Michael Kurzmeier. 

 WARCnet 
Department of Media and Journalism 
Studies 
School of Communication and Culture 
Aarhus University 
Helsingforsgade 14 
8200 Aarhus N 
Denmark 
warcnet.eu 
 
The WARCnet network is funded by the 
Independent Research Fund Denmark | 
Humanities (grant no 9055-00005B). 

 
 

 

Cover design: Julie Brøndum 
ISBN: 978-87-94108-14-0 

 

 

 
  



  



WARCnet Papers 

 
Niels Brügger: Welcome to WARCnet (May 2020)  Valérie Schafer, Jérôme Thièvre and Boris Blanckemane: 

Exploring special web archives collections related to COVID-

19: The case of INA (Aug 2020) 

  

Ian Milligan: You shouldn’t Need to be a Web Historian to 

Use Web Archives (Aug 2020) 

 

   

Valérie Schafer and Ben Els: Exploring special web archive 

collections related to COVID-19: The case of the BnL (Sep 

2020) 

 Niels Brügger, Valérie Schafer, Jane Winters (Eds.): 

Perspectives on web archive studies: Taking stock, new ideas, 

next steps (Sep 2020) 

   

Niels Brügger, Anders Klindt Myrvoll, Sabine Schostag, and 

Stephen Hunt: Exploring special web archive collections 

related to COVID-19: The case Netarkivet (Oct 2020) 

 Friedel Geeraert and Márton Németh: Exploring special web 

archives collections related to COVID-19: The case of the 

National Széchényi Library in Hungary (Oct 2020) 

   

Friedel Geeraert and Nicola Bingham: Exploring special 

web archives collections related to COVID-19: The case of 

the UK Web Archive (Nov 2020) 

 Friedel Geeraert and Nicola Bingham: Exploring special web 

archives collections related to COVID-19: The case of the IIPC 

Collaborative collection (Nov 2020) 

   

Friedel Geeraert and Barbara Signori: Exploring special 

web archives collections related to COVID-19: The case of 

the Swiss National Library (Nov 2020) 

 Caroline Nyvang and Kristjana Mjöll Jónsdóttir Hjörvar: 

Exploring special web archives collections related to COVID-

19: The Case of the Icelandic web archive (Nov 2020) 

   

Matthew S. Weber: Web Archives: A Critical Method for the 

Future of Digital Research (Nov 2020) 

 Sophie Gebeil, Valérie Schafer, David Benoist, Alexandre 

Faye and Pascal Tanesie: Exploring special web archive 

collections related to COVID-19: The case of the French 

National Library (BnF) (Dec 2020) 

   

Niels Brügger: The WARCnet network: The first year (Jan 

2021) 

 Karin de Wild, Ismini Kyritsis, Kees Teszelszky and Peter de 

Bode: Exploring special web archive collections related to 

COVID-19: The Dutch Web archive (KB) (Nov 2021) 

   

Susan Aasman, Nicola Bingham, Niels Brügger, Karin de 

Wild, Sophie Gebeil and Valérie Schafer: Chicken and Egg: 

Reporting from a Datathon Exploring Datasets of the 

COVID-19 Special Collections (Dec 2021) 

 Michael Kurzmeier, Joanna Finegan and Maria Ryan: 

Exploring special web archives collections related to COVID-

19: The National Library of Ireland (Feb 2022) 

   

Olga Holownia, Friedel Geeraert, Abbie Grotke, Jennifer 

Harbster and Gulnar Nagashybayeva: Exploring special 

web archives collections related to COVID-19: The case of 

the Library of Congress (Feb 2022) 

 Emily Maemura: Towards an Infrastructural Description of 

Archived Web Data (May 2022) 

   

Niels Brügger: The WARCnet network: The second year 

(Dec 2022) 

 Olga Holownia, Friedel Geeraert and Paul Koerbin: Exploring 

special web archives collections related to COVID-19: The 

case of the National Library of Australia (Dec 2022) 

   

Michael Kurzmeier: Using a national web archive for the 

study of web defacements? A case-study approach (Aug 

2023) 

 Helena Byrne, Beatrice Cannelli, Carmen Noguera, Michael 

Kurzmeier, Karin de Wild: Looking ahead: after web 

(archives)? (Aug 2023) 

   

Helle Strandgaard Jensen: Any Teletubbies Caught in the 

Web? (Aug 2023) 

  

 

WARCnet Special Reports 

 
Sharon Healy, Helena Byrne, Katharina Schmid, Nicola 

Bingham, Olga Holownia, Michael Kurzmeier, Robert 

Jansma: Skills, Tools, and Knowledge Ecologies in Web 

Archive Research (August 2022) 

  

  

  

All WARCnet Papers and WARCnet Special Reports can be downloaded for free from the 

project website warcnet.eu. 



 
 5 

Any Teletubbies Caught in the Web?  

Helle Strandgaard Jensen 

Abstract: Account of two-day research mission to London with the aim to find 

inspiration for new research project that uses web sources to write childhood 

history.  

Keywords: British Library, search, interface, childhood, Teletubbies 

ANY TELETUBBIES AT THE BRITISH LIBRARY  

The aim of my WARCnet-funded trip to London was to investigate the possibilities of using 

the British Web archive for a new research project. I wanted to familiarize myself with the 

British Library where the collection is held and understand better the differences between 

the part of the web archive that is available online and that which is available in the reading 

rooms, and I wanted to talk to researchers who have worked with archived web previously. 

The latter in order to better understand the possible range and make-up of tools I would 

have to familiarize myself with to work with the re-born digital sources (Brügger 2018). 

In my new project, I am interested in debates about children’s media as they have 

played out in public in recent decades. Seeing that the WWW is increasingly an integral 

part of public life, using archived Web sources is an inescapable part of the research I need 

to undertake. 

The project, as currently planned, will take the form of 14-17 essays all centered 

around one popular children’s media phenomenon, often of international significance. I will 

look at the reception of and discussion around phenomena such as Dungeons and 

Dragons, My Little Pony, Teletubbies, Cocomelon, The Lion King, Pocahontas, Peppa Pig, 

The little Mermaid, as well as some more local Danish phenomena such as Onkel Reje, 

Cirkeline, and John Dillermand. Investigating these phenomena, I hope to answer why 

these debates recur, and what the focus on children’s media tells us of understandings of 

childhood and cultural negotiations in a globalized, neo-liberal area. 

Unfortunately, due to train strikes in the UK during my visit, I was not able to meet up 

with staff from the British Library and a possible rescheduling fell through because of Easter. 

Exploring the part available online on my own, however, I found that the search tools 

developed by the library were well-equipped for finding items for close reading. I could 

search for particular words within a certain distance of each other. This worked well in the 
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case of for instance the controversy around the Teletubbies and homosexuality where I 

could, for instance, search for any instances where ‘Teletubbies’ and ‘gay’ were closer than 

10 words (Figure 1). 

Figure 1 

Distant reading was more difficult. While the “trends” graph in the GUI search interface does 

indeed provide a graph with all the mentions of Teletubbies or Tinky Winky (the purple 

Teletubby with a red handbag accused of promoting homosexuality), I could not export the 

underlying data and examples of data points only showed randomly underneath the graph 

(see Figure 2). 

 

Figure 2 
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To do various distant readings of information from the UK Web archive I plan to use this 

GLAM Workbench https://glam-workbench.net/web-archives/  

I hope the workbench will be complimentary to the Archives Unleashed tool kit’s 

Jupiter notebooks. From my various meetings with London-based researchers who have 

worked with the archived web before, including SoMe material, it became clear, that if I 

want to do this without the help of a developer, I’ll need to talk to people who have 

experience with the digital methods I want to use. 

Talking to these researchers about my project and how I want to use archived Web 

material, it became clear that finding previous examples of how such work has been done 

and getting in touch with individuals who are willing to share insights about that work is key. 

Besides the suggestions given to me during the conversations in London, The SAGE 

Handbook of Web History (Brügger & Milligan, 2019) provides useful information in this 

regard and will be the first place to look for case studies that might match what I want to do. 
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